[Ogilvie's syndrome: does it have to be redefined? An analysis of 8 cases and contribution to the discussion].
The authors examine eight cases of acute pseudo-obstruction of the colon and point out that these may be inserted in the wider context of intestinal pseudo-obstructions. These comments raise questions concerning Ogilvie's syndrome since the dilatations observed do not only affect the colon, according to the classic definition, but also the ileo-jejunal tract, in spite of the fact that the main target continues to be the colon. The term Ogilvie's syndrome is still significant in the clinical identification of colic dilatation, in particular the right colon in which possible complications are more severe. The authors identify colonoscopy as the best instrumental test owing to the possibilities its offers, including therapeutic, and also underline that there does not appear to be a real risk of iatrogenic lesions if an appropriate technique is used.